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covered Ajmere; Chitor, the citadel of the premier chief of the eldest clan, was again besieged and taken with the usual desperate sortie and massacre of the defenders;  the other chiefs were overawed and conciliated.    Akbar took to wife the daughters of two great Eajpiit families;  he gave their sons high rank in his army, and succeeded in enlisting the Eajputs (except only the proud Sesodia clan) not only as tributaries but as  adherents.    After him Jehangir made Ajmere his headquarters ; * the Eajpiit princesses became   the  wives  and   mothers  of   Moghal emperors;   the  Chiefs  entered the imperial service as governors and generals;   they sent their regular contingents to join the army, and the headlong charges of their Eajpiit cavalry became famous in the wars of the empire. The  Emperors   Jehdngir  and   Shah   Jehtin   were   both sons of Eajpiit mothers;   their kinship with the clans helped   them powerfully in   the contest   which   every emperor had to pass  through before he could succeed to the throne, while the strain of Hindu blood softened their fanaticism and mitigated their  foreign  contempt for the natives of India.    But AuruDgzeb, the son of Shah Jehan was a Mahomedan by full parentage3 and a bigoted Islamite by temper;  the Eajputs had  fought hard on the side of his elder brother Dara against his usurpation, and the Sesodia Chief had actually intercepted a daughter of   the   Bath ore   family   who   had   been   betrothed  to Aurungzeb.     So he made bitter war, though very unsuccessfully, on the Sesodias and in Eajputana generally, whereby he had thoroughly alienated the clans before he died.    It was his policy to employ the chiefs on distant
* It was here that he received Sir Thomas Ptoe, sent by James I, in 1607.